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THE EMPEROR RIDES THE SUSPENSION
MONORAIL

On October 24th 1900, Kaiser Wilhelm Il
and his consort Auguste took a test ride in
the suspension monorail. At that time, only
the western section was completed. The
service for ordinary passengers began on
March 1st 1901.

TUFFI JUMPS OUT OF THE SUSPENSION
MONORAIL

The elephant Tuffi jumped out of a train
into the Wupper near the station Adler-
briicke on July 215t 1950. The elephant’s ride
in the suspension monorail was intended
as advertising, but it became scared, broke
open the side of the carriage and plunged
into the Wupper. Fortunately, Tuffi suf-
fered only a bruise. Souvenirs of Tuffi and
the suspension monorail are available from
www.wuppershop.de.
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VOHWINKEL

01 VOHWINKEL
With its depot and workshop, the suspension
railway terminus in Vohwinkel is considerably
larger than the other stations. Photographers
often come to the platform for the view of the
narrow Kaiserstralle, into which the supports
and rails have been squeezed. Original parts
of the supports and trains have been restored
and are displayed in the Schwebebahnpark
(Am Stationsgarten). Equally eye-catching is
the nearby imposing neo-Gothic town hall of
Vohwinkel (1897-99, Rubensstr. 4).

02 BRUCH

You could almost serve coffee and cake, so
close do the trains run to the houses in Kaiser-
straBe. The railway opened in 1901, but many
of the buildings on the street are from a later
date. Their inhabitants have found a way of
getting along with Wuppertal’s poltergeist.

ABOVE RIGHT Three suspension monorail trains in the
Vohwinkel depot: (from left to right) Generation 72,
the Emperor’s Carriage (Kaiserwagen), Generation 15

BELOW RIGHT The elephant herd is one of the many
attractions in Wuppertal’s Green Zoo
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HAMMERSTEIN

03 HAMMERSTEIN

KaiserstraBe and Sonnborner Strale once
merged imperceptibly, butin the 70s the Sonn-
born autobahn intersection cut through this
part of the city. A 485-metre section of the
track had to be raised by 2.2 metres so that
the trains could pass over the intersection.
The view from the trains of the tangle of mo-
torway arms is impressive.

04 SONNBORNER STRASSE
At the main church in Sonnborn (1922-26), the
supports and rails make a turn over the wide
road junction and take the suspension railway
to the banks of the Wupper.

05 ZOO/STADION

Built in 1881, Wuppertal’s zoo in hilly terrain is
considered one of the most attractively land-
scaped zoos in Germany (Hubertusallee 30).
Impressive are the elephant enclosure and
ARALANDIA, with an area of over 1000 m? one
of the largest free-flight aviaries for macaws in
Europe. From 1892 on, an area of imposing resi-
dences developed here, and in 1924 the football
stadium was built (Hubertusallee 4). The mas-
sive Sonnborn railway viaduct to the north of
the stadium is the only structure that passes
over the suspension railway.

LEFT he monorail train squeezes through a sea of
buildings above KaiserstraBe in Vohwinkel

RIGHT Nucleus of a worldwide company: Bayer has
prepared for the future by investing in its Wuppertal
location

Foto: M. Schuberth
-

Foto: Der Griine Zoo Wuppertal
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ZOO/STADION VARRESBECKER
STRASSE

06 VARRESBECKER STRASSE

In 1863 Friedrich Bayer senior founded his
paint factory in Wuppertal-Heckinghausen.
Three years later, he moved the headquarters
to Elberfeld. This site on a large area below the
suspension railway is where the worldwide
company Bayer originated.

07 WESTENDE

Westende is one of a number of stations with
a modern steel and glass construction de-
signed by the architects Jaspert + Seffens in
Cologne. It is primarily the stop for the Bay-
er plant and is close to the valley’s narrowest
point, which was the western end of Elber-
feld. The sturdy building nearby was originally
a brewery, later a wine merchant’s and is to-
day the event location U-Club.

Foto: Medienzentrum Wuppertal

PESTALOZZI-
STRASSE

08 PESTALOZZISTRASSE

Arrenberg, once a working-class district, has
developed into a fashionable area. Around the
former hospital Sauerbruch-Klinik (now the
“Arrenberg’sche Hofe”), a new urban quarter
is being created where people live, work and
spend their free time. The factory buildings in
Moritzstrale, where Elba once produced ring
binders, are now used by, among others, the
local radio station Radio Wuppertal and the
coworking space codeks.

ABOVE One of the new trains in front of the renovated
St. Laurentius-Schule at Robert-Daum-Platz

Foto: Marius Freitag

Foto: Wuppertaler Sportverein WSV

09 ROBERT-DAUM-PLATZ

Wuppertal has one of Germany’s largest ar-
eas of listed-building residences, the Briller
Viertel to the north of the monorail station.
Those who lived here include the poet Else
Lasker-Schiiler, the chemist Carl Duisberg,
the conductor Hans Knappertsbusch and the
former president of the Federal Republic Jo-
hannes Rau. Further east is the Olberg with
its listed apartment blocks, one of the city’s
fashionable areas. At the foot of this hill in
LuisenstraBe and Friedrich-Ebert-Strae is a
district popular for its restaurants and shops
around the Basilica of St. Lawrence, built in
the neo-classical style (1828-35).

ABOVE LEFT Lindy Hop dancers of the “Swing Youth” in
the beer garden of the popular café Simonz

BELOW LEFT The Stadion am Zoo with its listed-build-
ing facade is where the football team Wuppertaler
Sportverein plays its home matches

OHLIGSMUHLE/
STADTHALLE

ROBERT-DAUM-
PLATZ

10 OHLIGSMUHLE/STADTHALLE

The high-rise savings bank (Sparkasse) tow-
ers above the station Ohligsmiihle, a modern
construction builtin 1982. Higher up on the Jo-
hannisberg stands the Historische Stadthalle,
a magnificent concert hall praised for its
acoustics and dating from 1900.

The adjacent indoor swimming pool in the
architectural style of the 50s is known as the
Schwimmoper (“swimming opera house”), so
called because it was built at the same time as
the new opera house in Barmen and on a site
in Elberfeld that was a possible alternative.

11 WUPPERTAL HBF/DOPPERSBERG
Doppersberg, with the main train station
and a former administration building of the
German railway, is the nucleus of an urban
renewal programme. The area has been rede-
veloped to include a bus station, underground
car park, and a forecourt with a new bridge
and business premises. The trains pass over-
head and through an arch into the station in
the K6ébo-Haus, and this is where Elberfeld’s
pedestrian area begins with the Von der Heydt
Museum, highly regarded far and wide (Turm-
hof 8), and to the north the ornate “Fountain
of Neptune” in front of the former town hall of
Elberfeld (1900, Neumarkt 10).

ABOVE RIGHT Modern office blocks are filling vacant
sites, giving the city a new look

BELOW RIGHT Doppersberg has been redeveloped as
an attractive and inviting modern gateway to the
city centre

WUPPERTAL HBF/
DOPPERSBERG

12 KLUSE

The trains run close to a former factory, the
Baumsche Fabrik, a reminder of the time
when Germany’s biggest trading centre for
textiles was here in Hofaue. Postcards simply
addressed “Hofaue” reliably reached their ad-
dressee. The next station is Kluse, a modern
steel and glass construction built in 1999.

13 LANDGERICHT

In order to meet modern requirements, the art
nouveau station Landgericht was replaced by
a new one in the local style of half-timbered
buildings that preserved the original design. It
is enhanced optically by the imposing facade
of the Landgericht, one of the oldest law court
buildings in Germany (18481854, Eiland 1).

14 VOLKLINGER STRASSE
As with Landgericht, this is a reconstruction of
the original station design.

15 LOHER BRUCKE/JUNIOR UNI

The station Loher Briicke offers the quick-
est access to the Junior Uni, a privately-fi-
nanced educational institution for children
and young people that is unique in Germany
(Am Brogel 31).

WWW.JUNIORUNI-WUPPERTAL.DE

RIGHT The Junior Uni is an education and research in-
stitute for children and youngsters between 6 and 18

Foto: B. Ueberholz

Foto: M. Reiter

Foto: G. Lintl

Foto: B. Ueberholz

LANDGERICHT

VOLKLINGER
STRASSE

FACTS ABOUT THE SUSPENSION MONO-
RAIL

ROUTE LENGTH 13.3 km, including 10 km
above the Wupper JOURNEY TIME about 25
minutes, incl. stops at the 20 stations Top
sPEED 65 kph (speed limit 60 kph) LENGTH
OF THE CARRIAGES 24 M WEIGHT 40 t (fully
loaded). 45 seats and room for 96 standing
passengers NUMBER OF PASSENDERS an
average of 89,000 on working days, 24.8
million a year

The planning of a mammoth reconst-
ruction programme for the suspension
monorail system, including the supports
and stations, began in 1995. Key aspects
were safety and modernization. In Decem-
ber 2015 the first of the new generation of
carriages was delivered.
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ADLERBRUCKE/
OPERNHAUS

LOHER BRUCKE/
JUNIOR UNI

16 ADLERBRUCKE/OPERNHAUS

The opera house, built in 1905, destroyed in
the war and rebuilt between 1954 and 1956, is
the main venue for performances by the the-
atre company of the “Wuppertaler Biihnen”,
to which the world-famous Dance Theatre
(Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch) belongs
(Kurt-Drees-StraRe 4).

The Museum Industriekultur Wuppertal next
door incorporates a residence owned by the
family of Friedrich Engels and the Museum of
Early Industrialization (Engelsstr. 10). The area
includes a small theatre, the “Theater am En-
gelsgarten”, and the train station in Barmen
with a former entrance hall now used as an
event location.

17 ALTER MARKT
Alter Markt is the gateway to the pedes-
trian area in Barmen with Wuppertal’s city
hall (1908-21, Johannes-Rau-Platz). The for-
mer indoor swimming pool (1881/82) behind
it is now a restaurant (Wuppertaler Brauhaus)
and one of the most popular places to eat and
drink in Barmen.

18 WERTHER BRUCKE

Here too, the striking art nouveau station has
been replaced by one modelled on the origi-
nal design. It provides the quickest access to
the former Hall of Fame (Ruhmeshalle, 1900),
now called the Haus der Jugend (Geschwister-
Scholl-Platz 4-6) and housing a concert venue
and an art gallery (Kunsthalle).

Foto: Medienzentrum Wuppertal

Foto: M. Reiter

Foto: P. Frese

Foto: B. Ueberholz

ABOVE The station Oberbarmen is the eastern end
of the suspension railway. The trains have to turn
around here

ABOVE LEFT Wuppertal’s imposing city hall in the
centre of Barmen

BELOW LEFT Historic facades are typical of many parts

of the city
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19 WUPPERFELD

The architectural landmark here is the onion
dome of the church (Alte Kirche Wupperfeld,
1779-85, Bredde 69). Nearby is the “Kulturzen-
trum Immanuel”, the former church Imma-
nuelskirche (1867-69, Von-Eynern-Strale 73),
with excellent acoustics and highly regarded

as a concert venue.

20 OBERBARMEN/BERLINER PLATZ

The terminus at the eastern end of the sus-

pension monorail also has a large depot where
trains remain overnight. Nearby is a structure
symbolizing development, a new beginning

Foto: M. Reiter

Foto: Visiodrom
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FACTS ABOUT THE CITY

Wuppertal covers an area of almost
170,000 m*. Woodland and public green
spaces account for a third of this. The pop-
ulation of Wuppertal reached its highest
point of 423,000 in 1963. When Wuppertal
was formed in 1929, it had 415,000 inhab-
itants, and today it has almost 360,000.
The city is divided into the ten districts
Vohwinkel, Elberfeld-West, Elberfeld, Uel-
lendahl-Katernberg, Barmen, Oberbarmen,
Heckinghausen, Langerfeld-Beyenburg,
Ronsdorf and Cronenberg.

[03:3:3:3:7.9:3.%8:3 7
BERLINER PLATZ

and renewal in this eastern part of the city:
the gasometer. On its roof, almost 70 metres
up, are a skywalk and a chapel for weddings.
The interior of the gas holder has a Visiodro-
me - a pillar-free space 38 metres in diameter
and 47 metres high equipped with screens
and high-performance laser projectors that
present dream worlds as projection shows on
Europe’s largest 360° screen, with viewers in
the middle of a unique show experience. This
listed building also has a restaurant and exhi-

bition space.

ABOVE LEFT The Engels-Haus is part of the Museum
Industriekultur, which includes the Museum of Early
Industrialization

LEFT Spectacular at night too: the station Werther
Briicke

ABOVE The gasometer in Heckinghausen
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MobiCenter Barmen - Alter Markt 10 - 42275 Wuppertal
MobiCenter Elberfeld - Wall 31 - 42103 Wuppertal
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Telefon 0800 6 504030 (kostenfrei)

www.wsw-online.de

In Wuppertal
trinkt man
seinen Kaffee
schwebend.
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360° EMOTION

IM GASKESSEL WUPPERTAL

Spektakulére Projektionsshows
und Ausstellungen auf Europas
groBter 360°-Leinwand

www.visiodrom.de
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Bayer ist weltweit tétig in den Berei

und Erndhrung. Wir sind dort, wo wir a i
fiihrendes Unternehmen und Teil der Gesellschaft.
Nachhaltigkeit bedeutet fiir Bayer Zukunftsgestaltung
und ist als Teil der Unternehmensstrategie in unsere
tédglichen Arbeitsablaufe integriert.

Science for a better life

U Helios

Universitatsklinikum
Wuppertal

An lhrer Seite, rund um die Uhr.

> Campus Wuppertal-Barmen
Heusnerstrafle 40 | 42283 Wuppertal
Telefon (0202) 896-0

> Campus Wuppertal-Elberfeld
Arrenberger Str. 20 | 42117 Wuppertal
Telefon (0202) 896-9

> Campus Wuppertal-Ronsdorf
in der VAMED Rehaklinik Bergisch-Land
Im Saalscheid 5 | 42369 Wuppertal
Telefon (0202) 2463-2088

www.helios-gesundheit.de/wuppertal
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{|i = Geflhrie Touren mit Rad oder VELOTAXI
‘|| = Radverleih mit groBer Auswahl an E-Bikes
I} = Dasideale Geschenk fur jeden Anlass
= Sport direkt an der Nordbahntrasse

1|] = Gasfronomie ESKESBAR mit Biergarten
|

Jetzt buchen oder Gutschein sichern!
| www.eskesberg.de
I II +49 202 2712830

UP ON THE HILLS AND AT THE CITY'S BORDERS

The suspension monorail gives access to
places in the valley, providing a convenient
connection between Vohwinkel and Ober-
barmen, but there are attractive parts of
Wuppertal some distance from the track.
Two of these are Beyenburg and Langerfeld,
which have very different traditions. Langer-
feld was a centre of ribbon making, and to-
day there are firms still producing some of
their ribbons on historical looms and using
traditional patterns and techniques from
the heyday of the textile industry.

Beyenburg developed from 1296 around a

monastery of the Crosiers (Brethren of the
Holy Cross). The Gothic monastery church

DATES IN HISTORY

From about 955 existence of a fortified sett-
lement Burg Elberfeld.

Around 1070 Barmen first mentioned in his-
torical documents.

1298 Crosiers (Brethren of the Holy Cross)
found a monastery in Beyenburg.

1527 the Duke of Berg grants the bleachers
in the valley of the Wupper the sole right to
make linen yarn out of flax. They thus have a
monopoly guaranteeing an unparalleled rise
to economic prosperity. This right is the basis
for the development of the valley of the Wup-
per into a centre for the textile industry.

1610 Elberfeld is granted a town charter.

19t century The growth of the textile indus-
try brings to the valley unprecedented econo-

mic growth. Road and railway networks are
built.
1808 Barmen is given the status of a town.
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eDer Online-Marktplatz fir Wuppertal

eUber 70 Anbieter:innen aus Einzelhan-
del, Gastronomie und Dienstleistung

® GroRRe Auswahl lokaler Produkte und
Geschenkartikel
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is reflected picturesquely in a lake used for
water sports (Beyenburger Freiheit, bus 616,
626 from the station Oberbarmen).

Ronsdorf and Cronenberg are on the south-
ern uplands above the Wupper. Cronenberg
was a centre for the production of tools as
early as the Middle Ages and its half-tim-
bered buildings, water-powered drop forges
and grindstones are reminders of this tra-
dition, but Ronsdorf was not founded until
the 18th century, its nucleus the settlement
of the Ellerianer, a sect that formed around
Elias Eller and his wife Anne von Biichel. Bus
routes to Ronsdorf 636, 646 and 666, to
Cronenberg 64, 65 and 625.

1815 The Grand Duchy of Berg becomes part
of Prussia.

1863 Friedrich Bayer and Johann Friedrich
Weskott found the Bayer factory in Hecking-
hausen.

1900 Kaiser Wilhelm Il visits the towns on the
Wupper.

1901 Following test runs in the years before,
the suspension monorail is opened on March
1t

1929 To simplify administration tasks and re-
duce costs, the communities along the Wup-
per are united to form a city (August 1st). The
city is named Wuppertal in 1930.

The water power of the Wupper was in all re-
spects the formative element. It is the basis
of Wuppertal’s unique industrial history, it
cut valleys into hills, and it made Wuppertal
refreshingly greener than almost every other
German city. Open spaces alternate with nar-

Foto: Medienzentrum Wuppertal

row sections, hills with valleys, tranquillity

with bustle, and village character with city
flair. The many contrasts have created contra-
dictions constituting the city’s special charm,
which always fascinates visitors. A trip on the
suspension railway offers immediate entry to
this world.

Those who stay longer can use one of the
many flights of steps for which Wuppertal
is well known to climb from the valley of the
Wupper to the higher parts and visit further
attractions that the city offers.

CULTURE

THEATRES AND CONCERT HALL

Elberfeld’s Historische Stadthalle (1900) on
the Johannisberg with excellent acoustics and
grandiose architecture is one of the world’s
foremost concert halls and the main venue

for concerts given by the Wuppertal Sym-
phony Orchestra. The most important venue
for plays, operas and theatre dance is the
opera house in Barmen (built in 1905 and re-
novated 1954-56). Just a few minutes’ walk
away is a second stage in the “Theater am
Engelsgarten”. Tickets for performances of the
“Wuppertaler Biihnen” are available from the
Kulturkarte (Kirchplatz 1), ticket and season
ticket hotline: +49 (0)202 / 563-7666

WUPPERTALER BUHNEN

Opera House, Kurt-Drees-Str. 4 (a three-min-
ute walk from the station Adlerbriicke or Alter
Mark), telephone +49 (0)202 / 569-4444
Theater am Engelsgarten: EngelsstraRBe
WWW.WUPPERTALER-BUEHNEN.DE

HISTORISCHE STADTHALLE

Johannisberg 40 (a five-minute walk from the
station Ohligsmiihle), telephone +49 (0)202 /
2458 90

WWW.STADTHALLE.DE

MUSEUMS

The Von der Heydt Museum, built in 1842 as
the town hall, has a floor-space of 7000 m?
and displays paintings, sculptures and gra-
phics from the 17th century to the present. It
also presents temporary exhibitions of inter-
national significance, and the Kunsthalle in
Barmen shows the work of young artists.

LEFT The Historische Stadthalle, opened in 1900 to
mark the visit by Kaiser Wilhelm, is regarded as one
of the world’s finest concert halls

RIGHT In the Sculpture Park created by the artist Tony
Cragg, sculptures (here “Three Columns”) contrast
with the lush vegetation

© Charles Duprat

VON DER HEYDT-MUSEUM

Turmhof 8 (a five-minute walk from the sta-
tion Ohligsmiihle or Hauptbahnhof/Doppers-
berg), telephone +49 (0)202 / 563-6397, open
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to Sunday
11—18 and Thursday 1120

WWW.VON-DER-HEYDT-MUSEUM.DE

HAUS DER JUGEND AND KUNSTHALLE
Geschwister-Scholl-Platz 4-6 (a five-minute
walk from the station Werther Briicke), occa-
sional exhibitions

MUSEUM INDUSTRIEKULTUR WUPPERTAL
The Museum of Early Industrialization is
closed for renovation until autumn 2023. The
Engels-Haus is open. Information: Engelsstra-
e 10 (a three-minute walk from the station
Adlerbriicke), telephone +49 (0)202 / 563-4375
WWW.MI-WUPPERTAL.DE

SCULPTURE PARK WALDFRIEDEN

In 2008 Tony Cragg opened the Sculpture
Park Waldfrieden in the grounds of a listed
building, the Villa Herberts. On display are his

works, those of other sculptors, and special
exhibitions of work by other artists. Hirsch-
straRe 12 (a 20-minute walk from the station
Landgericht, bus 628 from Kluse), telephone
+49 (0)202 47 89 8120
WWW.SKULPTURENPARK-WALDFRIEDEN.DE

Foto: B. Ueberholz

LEFT The “Theater am Engelsgarten” is the second
venue of the theatre company that forms part of the
“Wuppertaler Bithnen”

RIGHT Between 2014 and 2016, the “Nordbahntrasse”,
adisused railway line, was turned into a pedestrian,
cycling and skating route through Wuppertal. The
former stations are now popular meeting places

RELAXATION AND RECREATION

HARDT

The Hardt, on a hill overlooking Barmen and
Elberfeld, is probably Wuppertal’s most po-
pular park. With its sunbathing lawns, café,
barbecue area and open-air stage, it is appre-
ciated above all by sun-lovers. The Botanical
Gardens, 1.5 hectares and at the foot of the
Elisenturm (1838), is the central feature of the
Hardt. On its perimeter stands the 22-metre-
tall Bismarckturm (1907), open in fine weather
at the weekend for visitors to admire the view.
WWW.WUPPERTALS-GRUENE-ANLAGEN.DE

BOTANICAL GARDENS

Elisenh6he 1 (a 15-minute walk from the sta-
tion Landgericht, bus 643 from the main sta-
tion), telephone +49 (0)202 563-4206, April
to September 7.30-19, Saturday and Sunday
9-19, March and October until 18.00, other-
wise until 16.30
WWW.BOTANISCHER-GARTEN-WUPPERTAL.DE

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

Founded in 1881, the zoo has frequently seen
alterations. The terrain has differences in
height of 70 metres, with a bridge that is part
of the “Samba-Trasse” passing over the out-
door enclosure for tigers. Hubertusallee 30 (a
five-minute walk from the station Zoo/Sta-
dion), telephone +49 (0)202 563-5666, daily
9-18, in winter until 17
WWW.ZOO-WUPPERTAL.DE

BARMER NORDPARK

Meadows, woods and a deer enclosure along
the course of a stream. At the highest point
are the Turmterrassen with facilities for sport
and a play area. Highlight with spectacular
view: the skywalk (a 30-minute walk from the
station Werther Briicke, bus 332 from Alter
Markt).

BARMER ANLAGEN

A park of 100 hectares (the second-largest
privately-owned park in Germany with public
access) that belongs to the Barmer Verscho-
nerungsverein (a 20-minute walk from the
station Alter Markt or Werther Briicke), access
via An der Bergbahn (bus 640). A walk can be
continued past the cemetery (Ehrenfriedhof)
and through the woods of the Barmer Wald to
the Toelleturm and the Vorwerk Park.
WWW.BARMER-ANLAGEN.DE

Foto: WSW

RIGHT The Elisenturm stands next to the Villa Eller
in the park called the Hardt and was once an obser-
vatory. Today it is a viewing point and a venue for
wedding ceremonies

BURGHOLZ

This extensive forest includes a 250-hectare
arboretum with exotic trees. The best start-
ing point to explore it is the Forestry Educa-
tion Centre (Waldpadagogisches Zentrum),
FriedensstraRe 69 (a 15-minute walk from the
centre of Cronenberg, buses 64, 65, 625)
WWW.WPZ-BURGHOLZ.DE

NUTZENBERGPARK

Parkland around the Weyerbuschturm (1897)
with an adventure playground, climbing park,
sunbathing lawn, areas for sport and games
(about a 10-minute walk from the station
Westende to the lower end of the park).

NORDBAHNTRASSE

The 23-kilometre-long Nordbahntrasse is part
of a former railway line turned into a recrea-
tion and cycle path. Highlights along its route
include the former stations, among them Mir-
ke (café, Creative Centre and “Utopiastadt”)
and Wichlinghausen with Germany’s biggest
parkour course.

WWW.NORDBAHNTRASSE.DE

Rides in the emperor’s carriage, a carriage
from the 1900 series, start at the station
Vohwinkel. Information and reservations:

Wuppertal Touristik
Alte Freiheit 23
Telephone +49 (0)202 563-2180 and -2270

>> www.kaiserwagen.de
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SCIENCE, THE ECONOMY AND
RESEARCH

Woodchip paper, Aspirin, the Thermomix and
the Kobold vacuum cleaner — Wuppertal firms
have established makes and products consid-
ered leaders on the world market. Typical of
Wuppertal’s economy is the strength of its
medium-sized businesses renowned for relia-
bility and innovation. Market leaders such as
Bayer and Vorwerk look back on a long tradi-
tion, and newcomers such as Riedel Commu-
nications have achieved impressive success in
just a few years.

Wuppertal’s significance for research and
development is demonstrated by Bayer’s Re-
search Centre, the Wuppertal Institute for
Climate, Environment and Energy, and its
university (Bergische Universitat), which was
founded in 1972 and has eight faculties and a
School of Education.

The main university buildings, including the
library and refectory, are on the Grifflenberg
campus high above Elberfeld. Other locations
are the Freudenberg and Haspel campuses.
In various ranking lists, the university has re-
ceived extremely good ratings in recent years.
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CHURCHES AND CEMETERIES

Wuppertal does not have one main cemetery
but instead about 50 small ones with a com-
bined area of 160 hectares. The large num-
ber is a special feature and due to the city’s
many religious communities. Several of the
cemeteries have graves with fine examples
of stonework from the 19th and early 20th
centuries, for example the Unterbarmer Fried-
hof (Am Unterbarmer Friedhof, a 10-minute
walk from the station Vélklinger Strale) and
the cemetery on Norrenberg (Theodor-Fon-
tane-StraBe, a 15-minute walk from the sta-
tion Oberbarmen).

A city of religious communities and churches,
Wuppertal is logically also a city of church
towers. Perhaps the finest are those with an
onion dome such as the Reformierte Kirche in
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Solinger Strale in the centre of Cronenberg
(dome dating from 1776), the Alte lutherische
Kirche am Kolk in MorianstraBe in Elberfeld
(1774) and the Alte Kirche Wupperfeld in
Bredde in Wichlinghausen (1779-85). Other
important churches include the neo-classical
Basilica of St. Lawrence on Laurentiusplatz
in Elberfeld, the CityKirche on Kirchplatz, the
Friedhofskirche in HochstraRe, the village
church in Schéller and the monastery church
in Beyenburg.

The Gemarker Kirche in ZwinglistraBe has
special historical significance as the place
where the “Barmer Theologische Erkldrung”
was drawn up in 1934. Next door is the syna-
gogue, opened in 2002. The mosque in Gathe
in Elberfeld and the Buddhist stupa in Hein-
kelstrae in Unterbarmen are reminders that
other religious communities play an active
part in the cultural life of the city.

ABOVE Protestants had this church (Friedhofskirche)
built on the Olberg in response to the Catholic Basil-
ica of St. Lawrence in the valley
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